
PLANETA
SANTA CECILIA NERO D’AVOLA, NOTO DOC 2020
Sicily, Italy

93
POINTS

SEPTEMBER  2023

Blackberry, floral and dark earth 
aromas with hints of fresh black 
mushroom. Medium to full body 
with round and creamy tannins 
and a delicious undertone. Just a 
hint of vanilla bean underneath the 
fruit. Nero d’avola. Drink or hold. 
- J.S. 

92
POINTS

FEBRUARY 2024

Bright and fragrant, with a lush 
creaminess that carries flavors of 
strawberry preserves, dried 
cherry, tar, tea rose and singed 
orange peel. Well-spiced and 
minerally, with lightly chalky 
tannins providing fine definition. 
Nero d'Avola… – A.N.

93
POINTS

JUNE 2023

One of the icon wines of Sicily…  
is all Nero d'Avola dressed up 
with elegance and precision. The 
wine is softly textured and layered 
with dark fruit, black cherry, spice 
and sweet tobacco. Santa Cecilia 
embraces a classic approach with 
good balance between generous 
fruit and carefully managed oak. 
– M.L.

92
POINTS

JUNE 2023

…A dark and brooding mix of 
crushed plums, cloves, stone dust 
and a lifting hint of camphor. This 
is round and supple with juicy 
acidity that maintains lovely 
energy, and bright red and blue 
fruits cascade across the palate. 
The 2020 finishes with a bitter 
tinge of savory spice and hints of 
sour citrus while leaving a coating 
of fine tannins to resonate… -E.G. 

94
POINTS

APRIL 2024

The nose starts bubbly and sweet, 
with aromas of black plums, 
cherry and vanilla, then turns 
savory but still crackly, with notes 
of pencil shavings, pepper, 
graphite and leather. The palate 
doubles back toward juicy fruit 
with figs and more plums, then 
shifts again toward that sanguine 
earthiness, but textured tannins 
and almost silky acid unifies the 
whole. —D.C.


